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dangerous drivers across state lines. Finally,
TEA 21 preserves national size and weight
limits on big trucks.

While we should be proud of the giant steps
forward that we have taken in ISTEA and TEA
21, we must also recognize that we have to
build upon its framework if we are to solve the
enormous transportation problems that we
face today. We must begin thinking now about
the successor to TEA 21 and the future of our
surface transportation system.

Our best hope for dealing with the difficult,
complex transportation problems that increas-
ing travel demand creates is to channel our
creativity toward continuing to develop innova-
tive approaches to relieve congestion and pro-
tect the environment, leverage our federal in-
vestment, and improve safety. As Albert Ein-
stein once said, ‘‘We can’t solve problems by
using the same kind of thinking we used when
we created them.’’

One way to relieve our congestion is to de-
velop alternative modes of transportation. To
relieve our congested highways, we do not
need to develop new technology from
scratch—we can begin by merely looking
across the oceans.

To the West, we see the Japanese high
speed rail system, the Shinkansen. Traveling
to and from Tokyo and Osaka at speeds of up
to 170 miles per hour, 250 million passengers
a year sense the innovation, comfort and pro-
ductivity of the ‘‘bullet’’ train. To our East, we
see the French Train à Grand Vitesse (TGV),
the German ICE, the Spanish Thalys, and the
international Eurostar—all high-speed trains
connecting the great cities of Europe. Today,
we can ride high-speed trains from Paris to
London but not from Chicago to Minneapolis.
We can ride on a maglev prototype in Bre-
men, Germany, or Yamanashi, Japan, but not
in Washington, D.C. or New York.

TEA 21 provides the opportunity for states
and localities to establish high-speed ground
transportation in the United States: it reauthor-
izes the Swift Act; continues a modest pro-
gram for development of high-speed corridors;
and specifically authorizes $1 billion for mag-
netic levitation over five years. The innovative
finance programs of TEA 21 are also a source
of funding for these high-speed projects.

Let me close by emphasizing the impor-
tance of safety as an overriding objective of
our surface transportation system of the 21st
Century. In 1997 alone, 42,000 people were
killed and an additional 3.3 million people
were injured in motor vehicle accidents on our
nation’s highways.

I believe that as our technical capabilities
improve early in the next century, these ap-
palling statistics will become simply unaccept-
able. Americans will demand a safer system.
Last year, not a single person died as a result
of a U.S. scheduled airline accident. As we
look to the future, we should establish the
same goal for surface transportation.

Although the legacy of the surface transpor-
tation system of the 21st Century is far off, we
have begun the journey of writing that legacy
here and now. ISTEA and TEA 21 have set
the framework for the beginning of the new
century. Nevertheless, we must continue to
develop innovative solutions if we are to over-
come our nation’s many transportation prob-
lems.

One hundreds years ago, it was difficult to
envision the Interstate system. Yet don’t forget
there were a few cartographers in the Office of

Road Inquiry who had developed a national
map of roads, laying the foundation for devel-
opment of the Interstate system. Let us hope
that there are a few mapmakers among us
and that we begin to lay the foundation of the
surface transportation system of the coming
century.
f
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

Mr. Speaker, in a time of new R&B artists and
young rap and hip-hop stars, Jonnie Taylor is
an R&B artist whose music keeps up with, and
even moves ahead of many of today’s young
artists. His soulful songs like ‘‘Who’s Making
Love’’ and albums like ‘‘Good Love’’ have in-
fluenced many artists.

His successful career as an R&B artist
spans three decades, and where many
present-day artists move from record label to
record label, Mr. Taylor has been an example
of commitment and consistency by recording
exclusively for Malaco Records for the past
ten years. Jackson, Mississippi, the head-
quarters for the label is tremendously proud of
his accomplishments and contributions to the
world of music. I join many of the constituents
of the 30th Congressional District of Texas, a
district that boasts a huge Jonnie Taylor fol-
lowing, in sharing that pride with the people of
Jackson and Malaco Records.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Taylor is a rare breed of
R&B artist that has been able to produce al-
bums and songs that instantly receive tremen-
dous sales and airplay on radio stations
throughout the country.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Taylor was recently hon-
ored by the Rhythm and Blues Foundation at
their Seventh Annual R&B Pioneer Awards
Ceremony in Hollywood. This honor effectively
puts Mr. Taylor in the esteemed company of
the Isley Brothers, Bo Diddley, Bobby
Womack and other pioneer R&B artists.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Taylor’s work ethic, com-
mitment to R&B and love for entertainment,
have paved the way for many of today’s new
artists. In fact, many will tell you that Mr. Tay-
lor had a tremendous influence on their ca-
reers. I would like to wish him continued suc-
cess.
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

168, had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘Yea.’’
f
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to recognize Mr. Roger Matlock upon

his retirement from the Mariposa County Sher-
iff’s Department as Sheriff-Coroner. Roger re-
ceived a tile plaque from the County of
Mariposa California commemorating his long-
time service.

Roger has dedicated thirty-two years to law
enforcement. He first served for twenty years
as a Highway Patrol Officer. On August 1,
1986 he took office as the newly elected Sher-
iff-Coroner.

While fulfilling his duties as Sheriff-Coroner,
Roger made numerous unselfish contributions
to the community working with citizens, organi-
zations, County and government agencies. A
few of Roger’s accomplishments and contribu-
tions are as follows: effectively administered
Sheriff’s Department programs, successfully
upgraded the Mariposa County Sheriff’s Office
with the latest technology for both administra-
tive and field operations; through his leader-
ship, accomplished the financing and con-
struction for a new Sheriff’s Administration
building and a new modern Adult Detention
Facility, developed a number of community-
based law enforcement programs which have
more than 160 citizen volunteer participants,
began the SCOPE program, bicycle patrol,
twenty-four hour patrol, the Investigation Divi-
sion, enhanced the Search Rescue Program,
Posse and Reserves, and improved the Ani-
mal Control and Constable function which
merged with the Sheriff’s Department.

Roger also found time to be an active mem-
ber of the Lion’s, serving as President and as-
sisting with special barbeque meals for sen-
iors. He was a Little League coach, is active
with church activities and enjoys spending
time with his family and traveling with his wife
Becky.

Mr. Speaker, Roger Matlock was a tremen-
dous asset to Mariposa County, and his serv-
ices will be greatly missed. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Mr. Matlock
many more years of continued success in his
retirement.
f
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Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
tend my best wishes for a joyous and heartfelt
75th birthday celebration to Ms. Aretta F.
Holloman on this very special day. Ms.
Holloman was born on June 14, 1922, in
Goldsboro, NC, and has resided in Wash-
ington, DC, for the past 48 years.

Mr. Speaker, it has always been my belief
that we owe much to our senior citizens who
labored to pave a smoother path of life for us
to follow; this is especially relevant in Ms.
Holloman’s instance. She is referred to as ‘‘a
pillar’’ in the Northwest Community because
she has done so much for so many. She has
fed the homeless and has been a true mother
for many homeless and neglected children.
She has single-handedly counseled, encour-
aged and persuaded troubled youth to seek a
different and more productive way of life.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Holloman has tutored at
John F. Cook, a Washington, DC, neighbor-
hood school. For many years she has been
engaged in missionary work where she has
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cared for the sick. She is a Deaconess at
Sharon Baptist Church, and also serves on
the Kitchen Committee, in the Nurses Unit,
Flower Club, the Missionary Society and the
Senior Choir.

Mr. Speaker, in a nation wrought with
change and uncertainty, Ms. Holloman has
been the glowing embodiment of consistency,
fortitude and determination. Through her life’s
example, she reminds us all of the priceless
value of hard work, humility, and sincerity.

Mr. Speaker, I am hopeful that on this very
special day, that Ms. Holloman will be blessed
with the presence of family and friends. I know
that by her life, all those who have crossed
her path have grown tremendously.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to rise
and join me in thanking God for blessing Ms.
Holloman with such a long and abundant life
and in asking Him to continue to provide her
with good health, the best that life has to offer
and many more ‘‘Happy Birthdays.’’
f
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the sixth grade class of
Mrs. Morano at Gratigny Elementary School in
Miami, FL, in recognition of the compassion
and concern of this class and their teacher for
the slaves in Africa’s Sudan, and for what
these young Americans have done to help
captives on another continent. Mrs. Morano’s
class became members of the American Anti-
Slavery Group, raised $700 by selling candy,
and used the money to free slaves in the
Sudan. These young citizens of the United
States are to be commended for their act of
hope.

This action of the sixth grade class and their
teacher is as remarkable as it is inspiring. The
late Senator Robert Kennedy once wrote,

Every time that a man stands up for an
ideal, or acts to improve that lot of others,
or strikes out against injustice, he sends
forth a tiny ripple of hope. And crossing each
other from a million different centers of en-
ergy and daring, those ripples build a current
that can sweep down the mightiest walls of
oppression and resistance.

The compassionate feat by Gratigny Ele-
mentary School’s Sixth Grade Class in aiding
the Sudanese slaves is precisely the sort of
positive action that Senator Kennedy wrote of.
America truly is blessed to have such empa-
thetic citizens, and it is a privilege to pay trib-
ute to Mrs. Morano and to all of the young
people in the sixth grade class at Gratigny El-
ementary School.
f
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
169, had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yea.’’
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to pay tribute to the memory of Pace
Weber, a U.S. Air Force Academy cadet who
lost his life in a tragic airplane crash while on
a routine flight lesson at the academy in Colo-
rado Springs, CO, on June 25, 1997.

Since Pace’s death, not one day goes by
when he does not enter the thoughts of the
family and friends he left behind, especially his
former classmates at Palmer Trinity and fellow
cadets at the academy. Pace was well known
for his good nature and kindness. His friends
knew him as someone who thought of others
before himself. He was always looking out for
his classmates and was known to take a spe-
cial interest in helping those having a difficult
time.

Pace is remembered by those that cared for
him as a young man full of desire and deter-
mination. He worked diligently to make his life-
long dream of becoming a pilot for the U.S. Air
Force a reality. Although Pace did not accom-
plish his goal, he did spend three rewarding
years at the academy learning to fly and made
friends with fellow cadets who shared the
same ambitions and experienced the same
happiness that flying brought him.

I ask my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering young Pace Weber and, also, to sup-
port my efforts in finding out exactly what
caused Pace’s airplane to go down. Our
thoughts and prayers go to his family and
friends.
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Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to call my colleagues’ at-
tention to the accomplishments of Ms. Emma
Torres, who was recently chosen as a 1999
Robert Wood Johnson Community Health
Leader. At a time when health care issues top
our national agenda, Ms. Torres’ tireless dedi-
cation to addressing health care inadequacies
among migrant farmworker communities is
truly exemplary.

Emma Torres was born in Mexico, the
daughter of migrant farmworkers, and worked
alongside her parents in the agricultural fields
of California and Arizona. Inspired by the
hardships of migrant life and her struggle to
obtain adequate healthcare for a husband who
later died of leukemia, she developed an inter-
est in improving health services for migrant
workers. A young widow and mother living in
poverty, she managed to complete her edu-
cation and began to serve her community as
a community health worker.

For more than ten years, Ms. Torres has
worked in various aspects of health promotion
and has become an effective advocate for mi-
grant farmworkers. She has provided instru-
mental leadership in strengthening the role of
uncredentialed yet competent community

workers to fill health care gaps in medically
neglected communities. These lay health
workers, recruited from within the communities
they serve, are uniquely able to provide infor-
mation in a family-oriented and culturally com-
petent manner. Ms. Torres has successfully
utilized such workers in initiating and imple-
menting a cancer prevention program and a
regional Migrant Network System which em-
phasizes pre-natal care and teenage preg-
nancy prevention. In 1994, having developed
a reputation as a leader in her field, Ms.
Torres was appointed by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to serve on the
National Council on Migrant Health.

Most recently, Ms. Torres has taken on the
leadership of Puentes de Amistad, a commu-
nity-based substance abuse prevention initia-
tive in Yuma County, Arizona. The program
reaches out to local communities composed in
large part of agricultural workers engaged in
seasonal employment. Ms. Torres works with
eight staff members and 29 ‘‘promotores,’’ lay
health workers, going into the fields and peo-
ples’ homes to educate them about substance
abuse, pesticide poisoning, HIV/AIDS and TB,
often working with entire families to resolve
problems. She and her staff address the
issues of mobility, poverty, and language bar-
riers that for too long have hindered health
care access in this region of the country.

It comes as no surprise that Ms. Torres was
among the ten outstanding individuals award-
ed a grant this year from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation’s Community Health
Leadership Program. She has shown tremen-
dous leadership in addressing some of the
most difficult facets of health care outreach
and is making a difference in the quality of life
of many southwestern Arizonans. It is my
hope that through this well-deserved national
recognition, Ms. Torres’ work will become
known to many and serve as an example of
how we can begin to address some of our na-
tion’s most pressing problems by recognizing,
supporting and following the lead of creative
and committed individuals within our commu-
nities.
f
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am today intro-
ducing H. Con. Res. 129, which I would like to
have inserted and printed in the RECORD at
the end of my statement.

H. Con. Res. 129, expresses support for the
inclusion in Census 2000 of all Americans re-
siding abroad. I will be joined in this effort by
Senator SPENCER ABRAHAM who will be intro-
ducing the Senate companion resolution.

This resolution will direct the U.S. Census
Bureau to include all American citizens resid-
ing overseas in Census 2000, not just feder-
ally-affiliated Americans; and expresses the in-
tention of Congress to approve legislation au-
thorizing and appropriating the funds nec-
essary to carry out this directive.

As chairman of the International Relations
Committee and as a long time member of the
former Post Office and Civil Service Com-
mittee I have had numerous opportunities to
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